
PRESIDENT’S REPORT AGM 2020 

Welcome to the Annual General Meeting of the crazy year that is 2020.

In April during our first lockdown I sent a newsletter with a photo of a manic looking Jack 
Nicolson with the caption ‘Monday, Wednesday or July’! Who would have thought that it 
could have been ‘Monday, Wednesday or July or September’!

So it is now time for me to give a report on the year that has been, such as it is.

Firstly I would like to acknowledge and thank my fellow Committee members. They have 
been a pleasure to work with. Many talents and much hard work from a wonderful group. 
Thank you all. Special thanks must go to Mandy – without whom I would not have been 
able to do my job. Not only Vice-President and Secretary, but sounding board and mate. 
Poor Mandy – she is on my phone’s speed-dial and I announce myself as “the terrorist 
speaking”. Thank you Mandy for always being there for me and for the immense amount 
of work that you do for the club. 

Heather continues to do an excellent job as our Treasurer and we are very fortunate to 
have Christine’s wealth of knowledge and experience in all things relating to Bridge.
 
Carol Preston has been on the committee as Immediate Past President and her 
contribution has been invaluable. Her work with the setting up and running of Compass 
has been outstanding and although she is no longer going to be on the Committee we are 
very thankful that she will continue to guide us through the Compass program.

Carole Bergamini is standing down at this AGM unfortunately. She has been tireless in 
her work as Assistant Treasurer and liaison person with the Catering Sub-Committee – 
always putting her hand up for any jobs that need doing. Thank you Carole. Robert will be 
taking on the banking duties – thanks Robert.

The rest of us are staying on the Committee for the coming year. 

We also must acknowledge and thank the many people who make the North Shore Bridge 
Club the success that it is. What a team. The Directors, the Dealers, Liz New our awesome 
Membership Secretary, Harry our technical wizard, Stuart who looks after the downstairs 
rental and all of the others who give their time and energy to the running of the club.

The club is in excellent health financially, for which I am very grateful. A lot of entities 
have struggled to stay afloat in the Covid 19 era so we are indeed fortunate. 

I have had an interesting year. It began with a visiting pest who would come into the club 
overnight and leave droppings everywhere which we would scoot around and clean up 
before a session could begin. Thankfully after a week or two of this, with the help of a 
pest eradicator, we were able to catch the culprit who turned out to be a small possum, 
squeezing in through a gap in the high side window!
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This year we have had to deal with blocked sewerage pipes, flooding toilets and urinals, 
asbestos in the guttering and spouting which all needed to be replaced, blocked stormwater 
drain and the list goes on. Not very glamorous! But part and parcel of the running of a 
club. Special thanks here to Ash Barnes – always ready to do the hard work! And a real 
handyman for whom nothing is a problem – Ash always comes up with a solution.

Our lessons have continued to be run in a very professional manner by Douglas Russell. 
The Improver Lessons were interrupted by the first lockdown and Douglas was able to 
complete them on Zoom. We opened them up to all club members who were interested and 
we often had over 40 people taking part. Now the Beginners Lessons have been interrupted 
by the second lockdown and we are planning to resume them next week. Douglas will start 
with two revision lessons to cover what was learned in July – It’s hard enough to retain the 
information when you have been playing for years, let alone when you are just starting out. 
We were very fortunate to receive a grant of $3000 from the Lion Foundation to go towards 
the cost of the lessons.

The club has recently been notified of a bequest for $1000 from the estate of Helena 
Blaylock – known as Pip – to show her appreciation of the club and of the game she loved to 
play.

For me personally, the best thing has been the people that are our club – the friendships and 
the laughter and of course the pleasure of the game of Bridge itself. The most difficult thing 
has been having to accept that we cannot please everyone all of the time. I guess if we can 
please most, we are doing okay.

Thank you very much for your support.

Ilona West, President


