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PRESIDENT’S  REPORT  AGM  2019 

 
Welcome to this year’s AGM. 
 
This year has seen the continuation of the goals set at the beginning of my Presidency 
some three years ago. The most important I will now summarise. 
 
Firstly, the promotion of a Collaborative Management structure within the Committee to 
provide ongoing support and shared decision-making for as many aspects of Club 
administration as possible. We are a hard-working team and you have all been a pleasure 
to work with. Written policies are now available to guide decision-making. 
 
Director Training has been a priority to provide Directors for all of our sessions. We are 
fortunate to have Chris Wilson, as our Head Director, who has been actively supported by 
Wayne Benefield. In addition, we can now add Mandy MacLean, Heather Jack, Elizabeth 
Hall, Richard Ryan and myself. Even so, we have had to bring Philippa Lowe out of 
retirement to assist with filling the Director Roster and mentoring roles. Employment 
Contracts have been established, with legal advice, for all Directors. Thank you to you all 
for the time, commitment and effort you put in to apply the Laws, plus the NZ Bridge 
Manual regulations, correctly to ensure the sessions run smoothly for us all to enjoy.         
 
Upgrading the Club’s broadband to High speed Internet, plus Windows 10 on our new 
desktop computer has been completed. As you are aware, we have had our Wi Fi issues 
that took quite some fixing. The technical expertise of Ryan Fitzgerald and Harry Young 
have been invaluable and their help has been extremely appreciated. 
 
We are now using the Compass Electronic Scoring System. One of the main reasons 
for the change this year was to make the job of setting up sessions and scoring easier for 
our Directors. Previously the scoring took our Directors 40 mins. to 50 mins. after the 
session. Now it takes 5 to 10 mins to complete – a huge consideration especially at night. 
 
Technology has to be kept up-to date. This year we purchased another 3 New Bridge 
Tablets bringing the total number owned by the Club to 24. The new Dealing machine, 
purchased last year,  efficiently allows us to deal from X Club and members can compare 
their results with other clubs nationally. Thank you to our team of Dealers who volunteer to 
come weekly to ensure the Deals are completed for the following week. The upgraded 
Alarm system of our building is vital and although we are pleased we have not needed to 
use it, the Defibrillator is available if needed.   
 
Our financial accounting system of Xero is operating effectively by our office support 
person under the watchful eye of our capable Treasurer, Heather Jack, who oversees the 
finances. Thank you also to Carole Bergamini who counts, banks and enters the figures on 
an excel spreadsheet that is put in our “NSBC Dropbox” ready for input into Xero. 



 

 

Next, the revision of our Constitution was approved in May by a SGM to bring it up-to-
date and relevant. It is the guiding document for our Club as an Incorporated Society. 
Thank you to Miles Agmen-Smith, our honorary solicitor, for his ‘legal’ help with this.  
 
The Lease with the Auckland Council was due in March 2019. Many thanks go to Ilona 
West who headed this lengthy process. We are now pleased to report that we have been 
granted a 10 year lease with 2 ten year rights of renewal. 
 
We continue to run well attended Tournaments. Our new Tournament Secretary, Liz 
Boulton, was appointed after the resignation of Wayne Benefield. You both have done, and 
do, an amazing job, and we are grateful for all the organisation involved.  
 
Catering for tournaments and social functions this year has been problematic after the sad 
loss of our much-loved Jude MacLennan who did the job both quietly and efficiently. 
Instead of one person being responsible for Catering, we now have ten members who 
have come to our aid by agreeing to assist at various times. Other members have helped 
at short notice and others have provided baking and food for our events. A huge thanks. 
 
Tuition The promotion of the pursuit of playing the game of Bridge is essential if our 
membership is to grow and flourish. For the last 3 years we have had Beginner Lessons, 
followed by Supervised Play and then later Improver Lessons. These have been very well 
attended and we are much  indebted to Douglas Russell for his most successful 
programme of teaching Bridge. Douglas has been aptly assisted by Mandy MacLean. 
Mandy does this in addition to her secretarial duties and we very much appreciate her 
efficiency and energy in getting ‘things’ done. Thanks Douglas and Mandy, plus your 
helpers who regularly come to assist and encourage new players. 
 
Our Membership Secretary, Liz New, continues to do an outstanding job, not only 
keeping our records up to date but checking on Masterpoints and maintaining our Web 
site, the over 70% and Grand Slam Honour rolls as well as other numerous jobs in the 
office that need time and attention – thank you Liz.  
 
Stuart McFetridge is responsible for the hireage of our Downstairs Room to other 
community groups and individuals. He has recently been assisted by Robert Raine from 
the Committee to help in this role. Thank you, Stuart and Robert, for your ongoing work.   
 
Funding from Grants from Charitable Trusts etc. continues to be an important source of 
revenue. As a Committee, we are pleased that we have not had to increase either the 
annaul subscriptions or the table money during the past 3 years. Currently we are trying to 
get a grant to have our 20-year-old, and well worn, Carpet replaced. More on that soon. 
 
Sponsorship money is also a vital source of revenue - so please support our Sponsors.  
 
I know that the Bridge Club will be in capable hands as I step down as President and wish 
the incoming President and Committee well in their endeavour to make our Club a better 
place for us all in which to play, and enjoy, the wonderful game of Bridge. 
 
Thank you to you all for your support during my time at the helm 
Happy Bridging 
Carol Preston 
 

 


